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The Covenant of GRACE, &e 


Pſa]. tos. 8. 
He hath remembred his Covenant for ever, the word which 
he commanded to a thouſand Generations. 


1 Chron, 16. 15. 
Be ye mindful always of his Covenant, the word which 
be commanded to a thouſand Generations, 


Cn CCS” 


4HERE being ſuch an apparent Diſſo- 
' nance between theſe #wo places relating 
to the ſame Matter, makes me to obſerve 
it, and to (et theſe two places one with 
the other,for my Text,at this time; truſt- 
ing, that after alittle time we ſhall find a ſweet Har- 
mony in them z and that in this place, as well as in 0- 
ther like places of Scripture, wherethe ſame things are 
repeated with ſome variety, it is not in any Contra- 
dition, but uſually for greater Uluſtration and Ad- 
vantage. You vvill tindthe Holy Gholtn this place of 
the Chronicles begins with the firſt fifteen Verſes of 
this 105. Pſalm, and goes on vvitha part of the 96. 
Pſalm, &c. And in thole, fifteen Verſes they are al- 
moſt the ſame toa vvord, only in this one place, where- 
in the variety is ſo remarkable. "238 
The Deſign of the Pſzlz+ is to ſet forth Gods Praiſe, 
an holy Excitation of the Soul to this great and excel- 
lent Duty : And taking up ſeveral Heads vvhich are 
proper matter for this Work. And Gods marvellous 
works he bids them to remember, ver. 12. in the 
Chronicles, and ver. 5. of the Pſalm. And then ſeems 
A 2 tO 


(4) 
to. enforce this uty upon. Gods peculiar-people, :þe 


this D 

Nady oahat, and -the-ſeed 
of Trae] 1n the! fer. 

T Is $4 a5 Wa) of their Covenant-Intereſt 
in God, have ſpecial Obligation to this Duty ; and this 
very Relation is ſpectal-matter or ground of it. Let 
ſuch be ſure to be mindful of Gods praiſe, as the duty 
of their Relation; and let them. do it, becauſc they 
are ſuch, and are favoured and dignified vvith ſuch a 
Relation. Inthe Pſalm he declares in the. continued 
- matter of his Praiſe, That God doth remember his Co- 
'  wenant for ever, Tn the Chapter, as a part of the Ex- 
preſſion of praile for this Goodneſs and Faithfulnels 
of God, he'exhorts the Faithful, That they ould 
always be mindful of Gods Covenant. 

© Novv to ſhevy that there 8 no Contradiftion in 
theſe Scriptures, and fuch' like 3 it may be obſerved, 
That though. theſe Pſalms, for part of them, are very 
like, and perhaps theſame z yer it dothnot follow, that 
they were delivered at the ſame time. As ſome of 
our Sayiours vvords in.the Goſpel that are diverſly rc- 
ported by theEvangeliſts\, many think the ſame things 
- might be ſpoken mare'than once-by our Saviour : and 
fo one Eyangeliſt may relate the fame words as ſpoken 
at one time, and upon one occaſion ; and another 
mentions them eo at another time, and upon 
another occaſion z .and fo there may be ſome yarict 
in the words Telated by. them 3 and. yet both truly 
the yyards. of our Saviour, and true.too,. So P/a/y; 
'14. and 53. areupon the matter the very ſame; yet it 
1s conceived they were twice delivered by the P/am/?, 
and it may be on. different Occaſions. So in the Chap- 
fer here, ver. 7. it is faid in that day David firſt deli- 


 vered this Pſalms which doth imply, it might be 


ed after, with ſome variation. So 
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(59 
-» $0: when -he firſt delivered this P/a/w, the prords > 
came as an exhortation to duty-on'our part, fo" be al- 
ways mindful of his Covenant. Tn the place in the 
Pſalms, the ' wordsicome in by way of declaration of 
what God bimfelf is pleaſed todo for us in this be- 
half, He bath rewembred his Covenant for ever. 

Now without doubt. when. the ſame holy P/almi/ 
cameupon another occaſion to fall into the ſame mat- 
ter,” he did not make the Variation in this thing, but 
upongracious and ingenuous conſiderations, and theſe - 
expreſſions ſhould refer to the ſame defign and pur- 
poſe; with reſpect to the matter of God praiſe. As 
it when he ſhould have ſaid, Fe ye always mindful of 
bis Covenant, whillt your heart is enlarged 1n his 
praiſe; he here fays,to promote this holy affetion and 
truſt of Gods goodne(s to you, for which you ſhould - 
always praiſe him, That God himſelf doth a/ways re- 
member bis Covenans. 

4t is his grace to remember his Covenant for ever. 

It is Man's duty to be always mindful of it. And they 
do mutxo ſe porere, they ſuppoſe and. advantage one 
the other, the one-as the requiſite means and conditi- 
bn of the other, / the other as a priviledg and reward 


for that again. 

Obſ.. That it is to one and the ſame gracious effet 
and purpoſe, that both God and man. are always 
arindful of Gods Covenant. ' 

Tt is Mans Duty and Intereſt always to be mindful of 
itz and it-is his great advantage and comfort , that 


God will remember it for ever. | 
God hath always remembred, that is our glory and 


riviledg. 
n C wry ry always mind it,that's bis Wo: k and Du- 


Ko  1fhall 


it to Moſes and his People 


GP, 
ſhall ſhew.. 1. What this Covenant is, that is thes 
\. _ minded on both hands. 

2. How God does always remember it. 
3. How we ſhould always be mindful of it. 

. 4. How theſe do nmtnally refer unto, and imply one 

the other, or comply jointly to promote the ſame 
' deſign, and to procure the ſame efje. 
1» What is thisCovenant, -that is thus remembred an 


; both ſedes? Why, it ſeems to be his word of pro- 
miſe ſet out in particular in his Oath to Abrahary , 


Iſaac and Iſrael, that he would give them that good 
Land ; which Covenant took effect after great length 


-of time, and- through many difficulties and unlike!1- 


hoods, and yet he remembred it to the ſeed of thoſe 
unto whom he made the promiſe. A glorious inſtance 
of Gods truth and faithfulneſs! What he promiſes, he 
will do. . And this Covenant in the particular inſtance 
here, doth relate and. ſpecify the temporal bleſling of 
that People in the promiſed Land z but this was but 
a part of the cov——_ he entred into with Abraharr, 
and but a pledg and ſhadow of that-better Land that 
he hed provided forthem-and their ſeed: to wit, the 
benefit of the Covenant of Grace, : the Covenant of 
Life and Salvation through Jeſus Chriſt. This God 
will remember for ever, and this we ſhould always be 
mindful of 
Now this Covenant of Grace -is that which God 
txcely entred into with Adam, renewed it to Abraharr, 
in the promiſe, That as the ſeed of the Woman ſhould 
break. the Serpents head 3 ſon the ſeed of Abraham al 
the Natiens.of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. He revived 


, and under T and 
Shxdows:/prefigurted :Chriſt”, and: the bexddſit for 


he Soul, which were to be expected from ihim. 
*K&&42s | To 


To David he iwears, That the fruits of his Body ſhould: 
rulez/ and/the Saints by faith embraced the promiſe : 
and when the fulneſsof time was come, the bleſſed 
Ehriſt-came, the Covenant, Iſa. 42.6. and the Medi- 
ator of it: The word.which he hath Commarded to a 
Thouſand Generations, 3. e. The word of: promiſe 
which he hath commanded; that is, hath appointed to be 
thrown out for his Servants to rely upon ; that which 
is firm and ſetled, is faid to be commanded, as Pal. 42 
8. God commands his loving- kindneſs; and Pſal. 133. 3. 
he commands the bleſſing, And it is a certain number 
for an uncertain, a Thouſand Generations; that is, for ever. 

God engages with fa!len man upon royal and bleſ- 
ſed terms to be reconciled and engaged to him. He 
will forgive, and give grace and glory. - Man is to be» 
heve, repent and obey. 

Poor ſinners could claim -and exped nothing,. but 
God makes himſelf a debtor to his truth, and promiſe, 
and oath : This:Covenant is everlaſting, ordered in all 
things, and- ſure,.. 2' Sam. 23. 5. 2' Tim.. k 1. The 
bleſſed Apoſtle ſtiles himſelf an zpoſtle,- a-meflenper 
of God to Souls; and the matter of his-meſſage, The 
promiſe of life which is in Chriſt Jeſws. 1 Joh. 5. 11; 
12. This is the record, (the whole bulineſs of the Goſ- 
pel Written and-Preached: )' that God hath given ws e- 

al life, and this life is in his Son, &c. Lite 1s pro- 
miſed,-and is to-be Preached to ſinners; if they-come . 
in and clofe with Chriſt, - He will pardon finners, 
ive them grace, change their hearts, give them peace, 
[ot them to perſevere, bring them through Death 
to Glory. Man is to believe, repent and obey,- and. 
to walk worthy of it: According to that of Ezekiel 
16. 8. 1 (ware unto thee, and-entred into Covenant with 


thee, ſai Lord God, and thou becameſt mine. 
e. ſaid the Lord God, an J —_—_ 


+2. Got dwayt rewenibert bis Covenant. Tt is ſacred 
--to him. Many forget theirpromiſes,and keep them nor, 
but God is known by- his/truth-and faithfulneſs. He 
hath exalted bis word above all bis name; Pal. 138. 2, 

1. He remembers his Covenant to-perform it; fz;th. 
ful is he that hath called you, ( and that upon his pro- 
milerof acceptance) and he alſo will do 1t. What pro- 

- miſe he makes, you 'may write upon it. He 15 not ag 
man, that he ſbould-lyes be 'will not alter the thing 
that is gone'out of his lips. None of his words ſhall 
fall tothe ground : He isa' Gad keeping Covenant for 
ever, Mic, 7. 20. He-will perform the truth to Jacob, 
and the mercy 1a Abrabam;; which God hath: ſworn fro: 
the days of olds” It: was Metcy'm the Original; it ts 
Truth in the purſuance of it,. What be hath promiſed 

-1n bis infinite Mercy, he will perform 1m his inviolable 
Truth. | To-all intents and; purpoſes be will perform 
the Covenant, for 'he ever remembers 1t. 

2, More. particularly. He is mindful of his Cove- 
nant, to perform many glorious things for believers, 
that are the reſult of the Covenant, which the Soul 
was undone without, and-could'never be: laoked for, 
but for the promiſe, _...) + 

The Sp rigy- obtains/4ty/ 1) ,\. 

+ 2 1» "I. For infinite forbearauce' and: long-ſuffer- 
_ bang Bas 5 conſis #18: He hath .promiſed''to ſuffer ——rg to 
| erga bomines adbibere ,,” Wait to-be:gracious3 be is (low to anger , 
© Guia (ut rite Auguſt, no- Bixod, 34. 6. One Orient Jewel in that royal 
: _— ul CxXpeciaret  Qharatterand Naine ofthis; is, that he is 1ong- 

- *implum , - non 1nyeniret : > . 
-quem glorificaret pium, J#ffering;: 1. To bear with us till we repent ; 
Rivet. -1n Exod: 34« 6, bow 15 1t that we are not deſtroyed for hn, 
| before the time- of 're ce: comes,.. bur 
from this infinite patience. of /God?..2.. To:bear with 

» aſter.-we repent and(in- again. | That delivers us 

WO yer 


Sl 

yet: again, tho' we have broken our vows with him. 
3- Tobear with them that never repent, Ro. g.. 22. 
That ſinners that repent not, nor never will; are not 
immediately ruined and deſtroyed fromthe preſence of 
the Lord, is ſure from the Covenant; and that the 
wickedeſt are not_ deſtrozed, as ſoon as they are, -is 
ſure from- the Covenant, and from Chriſt, whom 


God doth ever remember. 
2. For pardon upon repentance.. He hath promiſed to 


forgive iniquities, trangreſſion and ſin, Exod. 34. 7. AN 


words put in to (ignify Si, to make the aſſurance of 


pardon full and ſtrong, Mic. 7. 18, 19. Pſal. 103. 
8, 11, 12. Here is a poor (innet convinced of the 
evil of fin, and of his own particular-wickedneſs ; his 


| Eyes are opened as:Adams were, and he ſees his wick- 


edneſs, What can a poor wretch do in this caſe ? Whi- 


ther can he go? he may, as Job, fay, Lhave-ſinned, job ;;- 15; 


what. ſball Ido unto thee, O thou preſerver of men £ To 
know what-it is to be Gui/ty before God, detetted of 
villany, and- ſeized and bound over by- conſcience to 
anſwer all to the God that made me, is a fad and tre- 
mendous ſtate of Soul ! The Angels finned and find 
no-/place-for repentance. No more could we, if it 
were not for the Covenant; by this Covenant there 


is-place and room forrepentance: he delighteth in mer- - 
cy, -and therefore penitents are pardoned. It would © 


little avail at mans bar, if. convicted of the crime al- 


ledged, to ſay, It is true, my Lord, I have done this - 
thing, but I am ſorry for it; I grieve that I did it,”. 


&c. Alas! the anſwer would be, Friend, I pity you 
that you took no better carez but our work 1s-to {ce 
that you have Juſtice done you, and that the matter 


of Fa be evidently-provedz andif it be, wedo Pons 
0 n 


t OG. 


ta Execute the. Law-upon ”"_ And God might d 
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(10) 
too with every convicted ſinner: but the Covenant is 
otherwiſez he hath promiſed to forgive ſuch as repent, 
abundantly to pardon: to multiply forgiveneſs to thoſe 
that come with their multitudes of 1niquities. The 
poor Rebel comes in upon the Proclamation of Grace, 
falls dowa at the Soveraigns feet, acknowledges the 
iniquity of his fin 5 and he then remembers his Cove- 
nant, and is ready to forgive; nay, he takes as great 
pleaſure in forgiving a great offender, as ſuch a one 
can take to receive a pardon. His bowels are move( 
towards the broken-hearted penitent, and remembers 

\ * his Royal word towards them, when ever they come, 

to relieve and comfort them, and to ſpeak peace un- 

to them, What penitent was ever yet turned back ? 

Job 33.17,2%. He looketh upon men: and if any ſay, 1 have ſinned, 
T have perverted that which 3s right, and it profited me 

- #0t:; poor miſerable wretch that T am, [ have ſinned 

ſadly and wretchedly, I have done unjuſtly and dil- 
honeſtly to. the laws of my. Creation and Nature ; 
baſely and unworthily, and find alfo it never did me 
good 'to do'on this manners T have gotten nothing 
but Guilt, horror and forrow by my perverſe way. 
But L repent, 1 fly to the Mercy of the Covenant in 
the caſe 2: why he looketh for ſuch; -and if ſuch a one 
come thus'to him, .. he will remember his Covenant, and 
will deliver his Soul from going into the pit, and his life 
ſhall ſee the light. His power ſhall be great, to forgive 
the greateſt {inners. | He hath the abſolute Supreme 
Power, to 'forgive all-manner of tranſgreſffions; he 
15-not limited, and he can/fiad"in his heart to forgive 
the greateſt finners: and when they come, he remem- 
bers his Mercy effeQually for them, 1 Tix. 1. 15. the 
chiefeſt ſinners may here find Mercy : ©, ſays the 
P/jalmiſt (and ſo any Soul thar hath felt Guilt will ſay 


the 


Num. : 4+ I T, 
18. 
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the ſame.) Bleſſed is the man whoſe ſin is forgiven, 8&6 pol, 22. 10 10 
Let his condition be what it will, fick, poor, deſpiſed, "46 3n. ou) 


nomatter what 1t be; if forgiven, he 7s bleſſed, The 
truth is, I was ſullen, and Joath to yield, ard kept jp- 
lence, 1 would not be in any fault 3 or if I was, I would 
not take to it. I would not honour him for a time by 
my ſubmiſſion; but I was in ſad caſe that while ; all 
conſumed within me; and then at laſt I faid, / wil 
confeſs my tranſgreſjron : 1 will yeild and humble my 
ſelf, and not hide any thing in the caſe; but throw 
my ſ{clf upon his Royal grace, in the way of ſubmiſſi- 
on. and repentance. And no ſooner didI ſay thus and 
conclude thus, ' and adt thus, but I found acceptance, 
thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſir. And fo will he al- 
. ways do with poor finners that repent. He hath not 
proclaimed Mercy, as expecting that none will lay claim: 
toit, or truſt to it, and (o boggle at it, or go about to 
diminiſh and lefſen it to thoſe that come, 1n upon it 
Onoz he delights to ſhew Mercy, and remembers his 
Covenant fully and effeRually in this caſe. 

3. For grace to repent. It is his Covenant to ac- 
cept us when we repent, and alſo to help us to repent. 
They are bleſled whoſe ſims are forgiven, Plal. 32. 2. 
and in whoſe ſpirits there is no Guile: that is, that ho- 
neſily and without hypocriſy do repent ; that do not 
fin with thoughts to repent of it 3 nor do not repent 
with thoughts to fin again; this is guile. Now the 
poor Soul may be convinced of the evil and danger of 
ſin, and may rcjoyce in Mercy- offered to the pent- 
tents but ſays it, Wo and alas, How (hall I repent? 
how ſhall I be able to repent trxly, if I do repent ? 
my heart is hard and deceitful: O how ſhall I come 
acceptably unto God, that I may kind Mercy !. 1s this 


> why God will remember his Covenant to 
thy caſe? why + => 


, en) 


+. the Soul that he: hath made willing, -to make it able. 
His Covenant is to take away the hard, and to pive a 
ſoft heart 3 to write the Law'in the heart, Jer. 31. 33, 
he hath promiſed to give the Spirit to themn that ask him, 
Luk. 1t. 13. When we are-converted at firſt, or after, 
God hath remembred his Covenant for us, and hath 
bleſſed us, in turning us from our iniquity, AQ 3. 26. 
And by exalting Chriſt to be a Prince and Saviour, to 
give repentance and forgiveneſs of ſuns, AQts 5. 26. He 
will not forgive, 1f-we turn not heartily to him; but 
he expets not that we ſhould turn in our own 
ſtrength z what he requires, he alſo promiſes. Tyr 
you at my reproof : I will pour out my Spirit upon you : 
whenever any inner hath repented, God hath -re- 
membred his Covenant for him to help him therein; 
and-none ever-cryed for help-in this caſe, but God 
-hath in faithfalneſs afforded grace unto him. 
4. For perſeverance. The poor finner is turned, 
-and-hath found the difference inthe changezbut is apt 
z to forget himſelf, and is ſubjectto fall ſadly; but God 
-xemembers the Covenant, and he orders it that the 
Soul ſhall not fall finally. It is by the Covenant that 
.our ſtanding 1s ſecured, Fer. 34. 40. he will not for- 
-ake us, nor ſuffer. us to depart from him. He will 
-put his fear irito our. hearts, that we ſhall not depart 
from him. We are kept-by the mighty power of God, 
through faith, to the day of Saluation," 1 Pet. 1. 5. 
Joh. 10.28, 29. Grace being a Creature, might no 
doubt be loſt; but our Salvation is lodged where it 
cannot be'loſt, It is in the Covenant, and in Chriſts 
*handsz; He will not ſuffer our faith to fail, he will 
take order to bring us back by repentance when we 
£0 a ſtray.” It is in this faithfulneſs and truth of God, 
that our ſtanding is ſecured, and.therein it'cannot-fajl. 
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(13) 
The [Lord will not caſt off his People, fince'it 
hath: pleaſed him to make them his People, 1 Saw. 
12. 22. when he ſces a poor believer ſtep out of his 
way, he remembers his Covenant, and ſends ſome con- 
viction, or ſome affliction, to make him bethink him- 
ſelf, that he-may turn back again 3 what a ſad havock 
would be made amongſt them in a little time, if God 
didnot remain faithful to his Covenant, and remember 
it for us? from this it is, a poor Soul may have confi- 
dence .( and it is not impudence,) to ſay, have gone 
aſtray. like a loſt Sheep, but Lord ſeek thy Servant ; ſal. 119, ut} 
bring back and reſtorethy poor | 


Servant, * God hath remem- * Thty quarrel thee and would give over 
The bargain made to ſtrve thi, but thy love 


bred his Covenant for us, or yas them-unto it, and doth cover 
we had long fince forſaken Their folirs with the wing of thy mild dove; | (1 | 
wot » wage Laan over to tol- Ft by foes. Herb. 8 | 
> For ſupport and comfort under Temptation. It 
1s pollible for one that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth 
the Voice of the Prophet, to be in thedark, andto ſee 
no light; yet even then let him truſt inthe Lord, and, , 
ſtay himſelf upon his God. He never forgets to be 
racious, he can never (hut up his Joving-kindnels in 
Jig leaſure, but he will refreſh andrgive light again z 
and he diſcernably at the time remembers his Covenant 
for them, in-that whilſt he hides his Face, he draws 
theie-heart after him: oft ſorrowful finners are afraid 
to fin, and are willing to do any thing, which it may 
be they would not be ſo ready to, if they had the 
peace and joy which they want. He is faithful to them in 
all their deſertions; and further than it is beſt forthem, 
their troubles. ſhall neither encreaſe nor continue, 
Light is ſown for all the righteous, and gladneſs for the Los 93.6 


upright in beart. It is ſown, and it will come up3 It 
is 


ka 


(14) 
is ſown in the Covenant and itr the Promiſe, and it is 
ſown in their humiliation of $014), and it 1s ſown 
in the holineſs of their hearts, and harmleſneſs of 
their lives, and in the beſt time it will come up: they 
ſhall return with joy,” and'bring their ſheaves with 
them. © Chriſt the bleſſed Mediator of the Covenant, 
was tempted, and he knows how to pity and ſuc- 
cour them that are tempted, 'Heb. 2.18. The ſoul in 
this caſe may fay, as Mic. 7. 8, 9. When 1 fall, I hall 
ariſe; when I ſit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light 
wito me. He will bring me forth unto the light, and [ 
ſhall behold his righteouſneſs. Read Iſa. 40. 27. to 
the end. | 

6. For a ſanGified ſufficiency of outward things. 
Godlinefs hath the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come, 1 Tiz*i 4. 8. And, ſeek 
the Kingdom of Heaven firſ?,.and theſe #hings ſha// be 
added, Mat. 6. 33. your father knoweth that ye need 
theſe thingsz and he doth remember his Covenant, 
and he doth give them. He hath given meat to them 


that fear bims, heis ever mindful of bis Covenant. Are 


any truly good, 'extreamly poor ? Why, 1. You take 
no notice how many good men proſper in the World, 
and more than others; this is not noted ; but if but 
one be poor, this muſt be noted to be ſure. 2. Good 
men, leſs will ſerve them, than other men. 3. They 
make conſcience to avoid idlenefs, and to take pains 
in their places: and God doth 'uſually bleſs the dili- 
gent; they ſtand fairer for theſe things than any. 
4 It may be more might be had, if the promiſe and 
providence of God were more eyed and relyed upon 
thanitis. $5. However God makes it out tothe tru- 


.+ ly good, whatever their condition is: And they have 
all, ſince they want not what they have not; and this 


. 7 


con- 
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content. is from the Covenant-Grace, Godlineſs with 
contentment is great gain, 1Tim. 6.6. He ſupplies his 
Children with freſh neceſlaries, and excuſes them the 
care and trouble, and reckoning for abundance. But 
he is faithful in his Covenant for the worldly concerns 
of all that are his. 

7. For neceſſary, ſeaſonable aud ſanTified affliFions. 


| As 4 father chaſteneth his Son, ſo the Lord thy God hath Dur. s, 5. 


chaſtened thee. It isſo far from being in the Covenant 
that you ſhould not be afflicted, ( fain poor wretches 
would have it fo) that it is expreſly a part of this 
blefied Covenant that we muſt be afflited, Heb. 12. 
5, 6. And God remembers for us his bleſſed Cove- 
nant about "our afflitions, in the greateſt goodneſs, 
truth and faithfulneſs. 1. To ſee that all his be/affli&t- 
ed when they need, 1 Pet. 1, 6, 2. That they be af- 
flicted in meaſure, ae 27. 7, 8. 3. To be ſupport- 

ed under them, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 4. To bedelivered 
out of them,  P/al. 34. 19. 5» To have good by 
them. Ro. 8. 28, Pſal. 25. 106. He will not have 
them in the furnace to be conlumed, but only to be 
tryed 3 tho he. cauſe grief, yet he will have compaſſion 
according to the multitude of his mercies, Lam. 3. 31, 
| 32 and as a Father pities his. Children, ſo the 
Lord pities them that fear him, fog he knows their 
frame, and remembers they are but duſt, P/al. 103. 13, 
14,6. He remembers for them his Covenant, when 
they are in diſtreſs, P/2/. 105. 45. 41 know, O Lord, 
that thy judgments are right, and that in faithfulneſs 
thou Be affiifed me, Pial. 119. 75. O my bleſſed 
God!-rhue and faithful is thy Covenant, the. word 
that thou haſt commanded to a Thouſand Generations: 
thou haſt remembred thy Covenant for- me, to my 
Soul, to my outward ſupplies, andin my needed Hood 
6 afflifti- 


e 
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S N of afflictions, which Icould not have been without, no 


not one of them. . This a good Soul will fay after 
all. | 
© 8. For ſafety at death, and for eternal life. Tt is his 
expreſs Covenant to give eternal life. Again and a- 
gain, Chriſt hath ſaid, T give unto them eternal life, 
Joh.-10, 28, and 17. 2. - Thou wilt guide me with thy 
counſel, and afterward bring me to glory, Pal. 73. 24. 
Death is terrible to Nature; but when I come to dye, 
God will remember his Covenant with. me,. and will 
help me todye. The good man cried out not in vain 
when dying, Lord be then now preſent ' with.thy poor 
Servant that is conteſting with whole eternity ; thou art 
now leaving all thou knoweſt,. thine age is departed, 
thou muſt now go into an unknown (tate, to leave 
the world,and.men, and to goamongſt Spirits : but God 
will remember thee then, he will ſend to help thee, he 
will ſend comfort to thee, he will deliver thee from the 
evil of death, and from the fear of death, Heb. 2. 14, 
15. 2 Tim. 1.12, He will keep the Soul for eternal 
life, which thou haſt committed to him, 2 T7, 1. 12. 
and 4. 7, 8. The (hip in the dry harbor cannot be 
lanched 3 but when the tide comes in, it goes out with 
eaſe. If heavenly comforts flow. in.upon thee, thou 
ſhalt go hence with eaſe and triumph : he will remem- 
ber his Covenant for his dying Servants, . and make 
"their laſt a&, eaſie, ſafe and blefled. | 
. _ 9. For poſterity. The bleſſed Covenant is with us, 
"and with our Children : for he keepeth mercy for thou- 
ſands, Exod; 24. 7. that is, for thouſands of Genera- 
tions. A he wviſtterh the Sins of the Fathers upon the 
third on hate Generation; ſo he keepeth mercy for 
Thouſands of Generations of them that love him. As 
. Were is Keeping of Judgment for Poſtcrity in ſome 


caſcs, 
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caſes, ſo there*is much more a keeping of Mercy fer 
Poſterity ; 'and-. becauſe he delighteth in Mercy, ( as 
Mic. 7.18.) therefore it is on this fide a thoutard to 
three -or four. He-remembereth his Covenant for 
Childrens Children, to (uch as keep his Covenant and 


remembers his Commandments to do them. The Þal. 103. 17. 


Children of thy Servants ſhall ſtand Jo in thy ſight, and *. 
their ſeed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before thee, (Plal. 102. ule.) 
For grace it ſelf, the promiſe goes from the Poſterity 
of the Godly, Ila. 44. 3. { will pour out my Spirit up- 
on thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon their offspring. He 
1s.a Fountain of rich and infinite Mercy.z and he hath 
laid up, after he hath /aid out, Hethath as ſurely and 
fully ſhewed Mercy to thee, as if thou had(ſt been the 
firſt come-over,andas if thy Father had ſpent him none 
before theez and he hath Mercy as ready for thy 
Child, - as-if he had laid out none upon thee: ſuch 
it is tq live upon. infinite;}and inexhauſtible goodneſs, 
that is alwaysfull and over-tlowing, and can never be 
drawn-dry! He thus remembers his Covenant for e- 
ver, the word which he hath commanded to a Thoy- 
ſand. Generations. And for, the ſad Objection. that 
ſorhe make in-this-caſe, That ſo many of the Children 
' bf good parents do ſo wotully miſcarry-3. it doth not 
cloud this truth. For; | 

+. 1, We take no notice of the many Children of 
good Parents that do well; wherein Gods Covenant 
doth moſt. graciouſly obtain, to the comfort and joy 
of ſuch Parents, and to the Obſervation of others; 
But if one Child of a good man miſprove, / this is 
oreatly noted, as indeed well it may be 3 nay ſome» 
times but one or two of ſcveral miſcarry, and ſeveral 
others do well, and God is not gloritied /as he ſhould 
befor. this great Mercy. 1G - 2. Therg 


(418+), 
12.” There are ſ6the Children of bad Parents are con- 
verted and 'd6 well; and how can we- tell,- but that 
this is from the Covenant that ſome remote Parents 
were in, and God' remer bers 'ithem when they are 
forgotten in the World, and takes therr Children's 
Children after many Generations, in! faithfulneſs unto 
them; ' and who.can” tell but theſe: bad Children's 
Children may likewiſe come1n'? 

- 5. It maybe, if the Covenant was better under- 
ſtood, and better kept, and better taken hold of tor 
Children than it is,' it might more" effeftually operate 
for them in the caſe'they are in'z who knows but that 
Mercy might ſooner be obtained for them, and they 
might yet turn to their Fathers God, and #he di/- 
9pm might yet come in again'to the wiſdom of the 
' +4. And who knows yet what may be done for theſe 
Children of the Covenant? God' may remember Mer- 
cy tor them}, "and - bring them back again: 

"> 5. And doth not'God remember his Covenant for 
ſuch Children, in'that tho they have not the delired 
grace of the Covenant, yet 'God gives'them the 47/ci- 
pline 'of the Covenant, Pſal. 891 291, '32, 33. God 
doth'correCt'them-duly! for "their Trangreflions, and 
. they are uſually croſſed, as fome' others: in their Cir- 

- camſtances are not. 1 is not ordinary for bad Child-en 
of good Parents to proſper iu the World: they may ac- 
count to be crofled 3. which take to be: Gods remem- 
bring the' Covenant-of their Fathers for them, - to 
withhold them thereby*from ſome degrees of wicked- 
nfs, and to keep'them' ſtill in the way of cure and re- 

_covery by their afflictions./ 2 7 oo 
Ch So that he doth 'remember his/Covenant- for ever 
__ Withreſpeſt toour Children. 10; For 


| G2, 
..,to. For the Church of God... He ſtill will have a 
Church, the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
_TheEnemies ſhall not be able to roat tout. God hath 
notcaſt off his People, when they are in{greateſt diſtreſ- 1 
» .ſes, he bath remebered for them his holyCovenant. When p;, , dh 
his People [were in Egypt in great diſtreſs. and bon- 1 
_dage,; he ſays, 4 have heard the groanings of the Chil- x64, 4 
dren of Iſrael, whom the Egyptians: keep in Bondage ; | 
.and I have remembered my Covenant. And we: know 
bow effeCtual it was, for their thorough” and ſpeedy 
deliverance: when there is nove ſhut up nor none left, 
he will. then owa his Relation to his own People; | He 
{ware to Abraham to give him that Land, whereas yet 
he had no Child,. when ſo long there was ſo few 3 
when opprefled -ſo long in Egypt, yet it is done at 
laſt. If the promiſe ſeem to run under ground, yet 
it pro: break out again in a mighty ſtream; {/a- 43: 1. 
tothe 8. | | 30 
His, Covenant for his whole People as his Church, 
(as the body: of Chriſt, - the. ſulneſs of bim that fillet 
«ll-in all; Eph; 1.23) ' ſhall obtain at in two things 
eſpecially.. *7 q 
..\I.,T hat whatever advantages Enemies get,. ſhall in 
the end. make againſt them. ., It-js-but to. ripen them 
, for their ruin 3 they do; but in one! miſeryll up the 
meaſure of their iniquity; and the. full account-will 
be brought upon them: and taey ſhall not do what 
they will neither. . 2/5, Whatever the Church: ſuffers, 
"ſhall in the end tend to. itsadvantage: the very ſuffer- 
10gs for the truth ſhall advance, it. -» Philip..1 12. all 
tends to the furtherance of the goſpel 3 "the blood of the 
Martyrs is the ſeed of the Church. 
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aly. How ſhould we be always mindful of this Cove. 
HABISS 3 THIG CH 00 4 "RY 
1. To cloſe with it; 1n an utter diſclaim and 4bhor- 
rence of all worth'of thy own, 'to lay hold of the grace 
6. ig, ofthe Covenant. To fiy for refuge fo the hope that is 
- ſet before thee\et the righteouſnels of Chriſt reign in thy 
Phil. 3+8,9- "Soul continually, Connt-all but loſs and dung, that you 
| may win Chriſt, and be found in him. It he be extream 
to mark, what is amiſs, who can ſtand ? but ( by the 
W125 Covenant ):there is forgiveneſs with him ; we are un- 
—_ _©* done but*for'the Promiſe that hath no foundation 
a, 56. 4 6. | but meer Mercy and'Goodneſs. The Eumnchs and the 
/ ſtrangers 7 that" fake hold of the Covent, ſhall find 
favour. © This explicite owning” of the Covenant is 
our duty andintereſt, as in all the benefits of it, ( 1/a. 
44. 5.) The Soul conſents to thematch, to belive and 
to recive Chriſt. They delivered and gave'up them- 
ſelves to the Lord, and unto w (2Cor 8. 5.) We Mini- 
. ſters,; as the friends of the Bridegroom, ſuc for conſent 
in thiscaſe; we pray you inChrifh ftead, that ye berecon- 
- cileduntoGod, '2 Cor. 5. 20: Arid meifſhould be mind- 
ful always to dotheir duty on this account; 
1 19.) To keep'it'iGods Mercy if Everlaſting to then 
[that keep bis Covenant, and remember bisC onmmandments 
-to do them; Plal.'103: 17,18. "They are 'mindful of 
the: Covenant; that feel themſelves' under the force 
- ob its obligation, that obſerve the terms and the con. 
dition: of 1t,. that they 'may keepuptheirtitle toall the 
benefits-of it, Exod.'19.'5."'1f ye will obey my voice in- 
. deed, and keep my Covenant," then'ye ſhall be a People un- 
-'to me above all 'People, for all the Earth is mine. If ye 
will have me remember my Covenant for you, you 
mult be mindfyl to-liye by the rules of it: to take 
SANS | > heed 
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heed that you forget not the the Covenant of God. 
1H. 44. 17: ut that with parpoſe 0 keart ou cleave 
ns Ha Atts 11. 22. ” J f | 

3. To truſt to it. Godwould be believed ard relyed 
on. He would have- men to ſet their hope on him, 
Pſal. 98. 7. Hetaketh pleaſure In them that ſear him, 
and #nthoſe that hope in his Mercy, Pfal. 33. 18. The 
Church relies for pardon upon the Covenant which is © 
compounded of Mercy and Truth, Mic. 7. alt. He 
takes pleaſure to be truſted : Be always mindful of his 
Covenant, fo asto truſt in the Lord at all times, P/al. 
62.8. for every thing, Soul and Body, Self and Os 
thers, Private and Publick. 

4. Toplead it. Remember thy word to thy Struant, 
wherein thou haſt cauſed me to put mytruſt, Pſal. 119. 49. 
ſays holy David. And Nehemiah when he prayed for 
the Church in great diſtrefs, he pleads with God in 
- prayer from this, That he is God that keepeth Covenant 
and* Mercy for them that fear him, and obſerve his 
Commandments, Neh. r. 5. and 9. 32. the beſt Plea 
we can have at the Throne of Grace, and that which 
an infinitely good God, that remembers his Covcnart 
"for ever, dehghts to be argued with, 

5. To renew it. Frequently and Solemaly, Ter. 
30. 21, 22. and 50. 5. and this upon folemn occaſions, 
and ordinances for that purpoſez wherein we have 
opportunity 'to- take freſh hold of ir, and to renew 
our engagements 1N It, Cy 

6. 'To improve it, A ainſt temptataitions': 1. 1s 

ſin. When tempted to fin, remember the Covenant 3 
bs this according to the Covenant ? am I not bound to 
do otherwiſe ? Is not my own hand again!t me? As 

T hope for the pfiviledge, muſt 1 not do the duty of 


the 


I Hb. 2. 4- 
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"the Covenant. ( 2 Time. 2.19. 1 Cor: 6. 41t). I am de- 
vated, and yowed,: and eſpouſed to the Lord, and 1 
cannot be free to fin. 2. To deſpondency. Why what- 
cyer my conditionis, this wel-ordered Covenant is all 
my Salvation, and. my deſire, 2 Sam. 23. 5. 

7, Tobe ſerionſly bumble, and always mild in their 
cwn eyes, I have nothing by Merit, but all by Grace 
and-free. promiſe, and therefore. I -have cauſe to be 


bumble. '. And 


I muſtcarry it low; /that | may keep fir(t 


the Comforts and Sweetneſs of . his Covenant. The 


juſt. (whoſe heart is not lifted up in him) lives by faith: 
the heart lifted up, [ſoon loſes the tight of Chriſt. 


2. Torejoyce in it, and to be always thankf«l for it. 


This 1s all my 


ſafety, 'a1d all my joy all my Salvati- 


on and all-my:Defire, 2 Sam. 23. 5. This Covenant 
doth. bring.,me 1n. pardon, and. grace, and. adoption, 
and 1s in me through. Chiiſt-the hope of glory. 1. 1 
have nothing\without-it. 24 Nothing but what I have 
by it. 3. And I can want, nothing with. it. This is 
that which , my. heart. holds, by, /and, which my Leart 
-. hves upon. , Therefore my heart ſbal/ rejozce, and m 
| Jeſs fra reſt-in hope, Pſal.'16: 8, 9, 10. 
41Y, How do theſe mutuallyimply one the other, or meet 
_ in the ſame offe,; and tothe fore purpoſe. for. believers * 


1... That God remembers his 


Priviledg and 


miſe; | 


4 
37:6 


vas inthe right, 
7 ingrate Dev, 


Covenant always, 1s Our. 
(tandipg-comfort, . We have nothing to 
he could. forget his free and bleſled pro- 


-.0.28<)) 
wa,that bis Soul might not be unthankful unto'God. In 
arder to this, let the Soul be taken up/with ſtudy and 
admiration of Gods Covenant, which will affect and 
_ ipfluence him to all manner of holy Converſation and 
godlineſs. 
3- God's remembring his Covenant, is the cauſe of 
our being mindful of it. His faithfulneſs to it may in- 
cite us to the like grateful mindfulneſs of itz and it 
alſo/1s the cauſe of it 3 God remembers'itz and there- 
fore we donot forget it : he remebers it togive us the 
3c by which we are enabled to be mindful of 
im. 
4. Our mindfalnefs of it is the means and conditi- 
on of deriving the virtue of it to our Souls; and the 
bringing in a comfortable ſenſe of Gods mindfulneſs 
of us. | As Gods love is the cauſe of our love to him, 
and our love to him is the Evidence of his love to us: 
ſo: God's mindfulneſs of his Covenant, is the root and 
cauſe of our ability to be mindful-of it, and our be- 
ing mindful always as we ſhould be of it, 1s a mear's 
— of our Evidencing our intereſt therein, and of de- 
ring! comfort and ſweetneſs, and benefit therefrom, 
This 1sto continue-ir his love, Joh. 15. 9 2 Chr. 15. 2. 
If we forget him, we can have no confidence that he 
will remember us. . 
5. Theſe do both conſpire to the holy rejoycing in 
God. to live a life of thankſgiving, which 1s the great , 7,4 r. 164. 
work of a Chriſtians life. 1» all. ihings to give thanks, Wt 
to rejozce inthe remembrance of. his holjneſs: to havethe 
heart lift up in the ways of God, as Jehoſhaphats WAS 5 2 Chr. 17, 6+ 
to fear the Lord and his goodneſs, Hol. 3. 57 The 
heart ſet upon the Covenant, has a diſpolition-to; be 


thankful, and to be chearfully holy; and may _—_— 
ard 


Afts 11, 26, 
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and be able'to beſo: 'and to know that God is alſo 
mindful of his Covenant, doth provoke and ſtir him 
"3p to be thankful and holy. So that the Soul may 
be indifferently helped in-the Lords folemn praiſe, 
when either it is actually mindful of this Covenant, 


- or doth conſider - how he remembers 1t for ever. 


For ©JSE briefly. 

I. This ſpeaks to ungodly men among[t us, that neg- 
le& the Covenant of God. They are baptized, ex- 
rernally intereſted in it, but are altogether unmind- 
ful of it. There is nothing required of them, or 
which they hate"and' envy © others for practiling 
(wherein'they differ from them), but it 1s that which 
they are themſelves engaged unto. 1-ey that name 
the name of Chriſt ſhould depart from all iniquity, 2 Im. 
2. 19. They will becalled'Chriftians, but if they knew 
what it truly imports, they would hate' the Name as 
as well as they do the Chriſtian life ſignified thereby, 
They that were firſt called Chriſftans at Antioch, it they 
had been ſuch Chriſtians as many of us are,thename had 
ſignified very little, no great matter what Drunkards, 
and Whores, and Whoremaſters, and unjuſt and op- 
preſlors arecalled ; indeed any thing, better than Chri- 


ftians. It is indeed one of the Triumphs of the Devil, 


to have'Hen "fight in his army that are liſted under 


-7 , Chriſt; and do carry Chriſtsname, to do his work with. 


The'beſt that can be ſaid of many of them, they arc a 
fort of baptized Heathen; only, for their lives tar 


: Wort of many Heathens, of whom wermay ſay (as the 


Apoſtie did of ſome in his time) we have oft told you 
of- rhem, and now tell you weeping, (for it would make 
one to" weep to'think of them, or to: Name them) 
£3.38 ; they 


25 ) 
They. are the enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, who 

end-is deſtraFion , whoſe God ; T.. mk wr 
lory -is their ſhame, who mind earthly things. 
They are in Covenant, but mind neither the duty 
nor priviledges of it. Towards whom God will 
remember his Covenant to avenge the quarrel of it 
upon their. Souls to al] Eternity, if they repent 
not. 


2, ay, an to young perſons, that are born; with- 
in the Covenant, devoted and dedicated to God 
by Baptiſmz that they would be mindful of the 
LOvenant,: that God may remember it for them. 
Be willing to underſtand what you are engaged to, 
and what is engaged to you, if you-perform the 
juſt and honourable condition: and be not per- 
verſe. and. froward as ſome have been. This Co- 
venant is that you muſt be happy by, both here 
and hereafter. Know thercfore the Lord God of 
your: Father, and ſerve him with a perfe# heart and 
a. willing. mind: Labour to know God, be willing 
to underſtand the terms of -our whole nature ;. by 
what.,we are. kept: from preſent Hell, and upon 
what terms Grace: and Happineſs 1s yet to be had; 
labour to underſtand what a one Gad is, and what is 
12. his Covenant: and how Chriſt. came to be ne- 
ceiſary in this Caſe, and that God is in Chriſt ready 
to receive you to Favour and Mercy. And be 
ſure" to. cloſe with 'him honeſtly, 'and+ ſincerely , 
and willingly: do-not ſerve. by cumpulſion, meerly 
to... pleaſe: your Parents and - Superiors},- or- whillt 
they live, and becauſe you have expectance 'from 
them: but do it with a wil/ine mind, as that which 
Fy, Ee ; D : IS 
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I Chr. 29. G» 
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is due, and \that which" is your intereſt and only 
advantage-tobe engaged in- O do not hanker -af: 
ter. liberty to ſins let not .Rehigion be your re- 
ſtraint, be never _- till you have begged of 
God a willing wind for all he requires; for do not 
thiock that an- outfide compliance with the way of 
your | Education will ſerve yous you cannot for 
ſhame throw off the way you have been bred in 
(for it is a diſgrace for Children of good Parents to 
be looſe, even in the etes of thoſe that haveno Reli- 
gion themſelves) and therefore you will keep it up of 
theeheapeſt'and (lighteſt ſort of the kind that ever you 
can, But your heart is malignant at the ſame time, 
and when you can get any thing. of worldly ad- 
vantage for it., you will part with your profeſiton 
tOO3 let ſuch perſons know, #hat God fearcheth 
all hearts, and- #nderſtandeth all the imaginations of 
the- thoughts. He knows how deep your Religion 
lies, he knows what you ſecretly think to do : but 
take this for the concluſion, He 1s faithful in his Co- 
venant, but he will- not be impoſed upon by ſuch as 
are Treacherous. 1f thou ſeek him he will be found of 
thee, if thou be faithful and mindful of the Covenant, 
as' thy duty; and intereſt to do thy part, he will be 
ttue to thee; but-if zkow: forſake: him, he will caſt thee 
off for- ever, and then thou art: undone for ever- 
MOTE, | . [: | 


I would on-this oceafion offer" at iwo or three 
things both with” reſpe& to Children and Parents in 
reference to this Covenatt.of God; which is all our 
Salvation, and all our defire, | 
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(297) 
-.f, It 'were adviſable that it be clearly underſtood 
how the Covenant of God came in upon the fall, 
and what is 'the Tenor of it on both ſides ; Gods 
and mans, and the purport of the Baptiſmal Co- 
venant, in the words of the ſhorteſt Catechiſm by 
Mr. Baxter, p. 9. 

The Holy Covenant. 
' Tdo believe in God the Father, the Som, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to the particular Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith: And heartily repenting of my ſinful 
life, I do preſently, abſolutely and reſolvedly give up 
” felf to him, my Creator and reconciled God and 

ather in Chriſt my Saviour and my Sandifier : 
Renouncing the Devil, the World and the ſinful deſires 
of the Fkſb: That takeing up my Croſs, and the 
denying my ſelf, I may follow Chriſs the Captain of 
my Salvation to the Death, and live with him in endleſs 
Glory. 


2. That Parents underſtood the nature of Bap- 
tiſm, that it isa ſolemnizing of the Covenant : and 
that they would as fſerioully prepare to bring a 
Child to Baptiſm, as they do to go; themſelves to the 
Lords Supper: and fo ſeriouſly and ſolemnly take 
hold of the Covenant for themſelves, and renew it 
in their own perſon, and to take hold of it for their 
Child, 


3. To hold the Covenant for the Child, whilſt it 
is not capable: to take bold for it ſelf: to plead it 
ſolemnly and frequently for it, and to inſtruct the 
Child in it diligently according to its capacity z. that 
{o it may not be a Chriſtian by example, but by Prin- 

D 2 ciple, 


ot 0 
eiple; and--may ſet out with a ſtock and title of its 
oOWn. $ | ; : , 
4. That Children take heed to: this, Solemnly 
and explicitely to take up the Chriſtian Title and 
Covenant in their. own-perſonss that ſo God may 
remember it always for them, and. they may be al- 
ways mindful of it. This is an eſtate left you whillt 
your Father lives 3: and the. fooner- you have it 1n 
your own hands, the better for. you and your Father 
tO0. 


But 3h, T ſhall improve this in a word or two, to 
thoſe that are truly ſerious. 

1, Let it be improved to our ſupport and com- 
fort in all troubles of Life. Let us believe that God 
always remembers. his Covenant. 


This may comfort us againſt Temptations, Dil- 
ſertions, Great Afflitions, Great Back(lidings, and 
{ad fits of- Deadneſs, The Covenant he will not go 
from : and- this may be ſtrong comfort to us at ail 
times, againſt. all fad appearances of things, and a- 
gainlt all diſcouragements from inward guilt, God is 
-gracious-and ready to forgive, and therefore have I 
hope (till. If we be weak in faith, and can ſcarce 
think how. he ſhould ſhew ſuck glorious things to 
ſach poor wretches as we are, and ſv at preſent may 


; '2 Tim. 53 23, 20f believe as we ſhould do; Jet he abideth faithful, he 


carnot-deny himſelf. - He wilt remember his Covenant 
for thee, .and treat thee according to the terms of it; 
as a gracious, long-ſuffering, and ever merciful God. 
Keeping Mercy for Thouſands, &$c. . 


2. Let 


( 29.) 
2», Let us make it our work and: buſineſs to 
be always mindful of his Covenant, P/al. 25: 14. 
The heart of the Lord is with them that fear him, 
and he will ſhew them his Covenant , he will ſ{hew him 
that fears him, to underſtand' it; and ſhew them to 
fulfil and” perform according to it. O ſtrive to live 
upon. it always: That. as it is your comfort that 


God . remembers it. for ever; ſo let it be your duty 
always to be mindful of it. 


And ſince his heart is /o enlarged that he always | 
remembers his Covenant for us, let us ( in alluſion 2 Cor, 6. 113» 
to that of the Apoſtle) for 4 recomperce, be enlarged "Ml 
alſo towards him. Let the Covenant be (till in our 
thoughts, reign in our hearts, and be the principle 
and rule of our whole lives. 


* And having faid a little of Baptiſm, let me ac- 
commodate this matter to the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper. At ſuch a time, let us be actually mindtul 
of the Covenant, which we come there to Seal and 
Solemnize. Apply the Covenant to all the bletled 
ends and intents of it: let us hope to have it Sealed 
to us at ſuch a time. To allude to that of Gen. g.- 
I5, 16. 1 ſet my bow in the Clouds; and when [ behold: 
it ( ſays God ) [will remember my Covenant, I hat I 
will not deſtroy the World with Water any more. 
He hath appointed this Bread and Wine, to be- allo 
aſfign'in a greater matter ; and he hath ſaid of other 
reat promiſes, That they ſhall be #»to 5i»2 as the 
Vaters of Noah, Iſa. 54. 9, 10. All his promiles 
ſhall be as fully kept and fulfilled, as that hath been. 
Fake this.Bread and Wine, and recieve it- as he hath 
F208 ap- 
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appointed; and ſay, This is a ſign. of the Covenant: 
plead, that God would. look upon it and remember 
his Covenant for thee. Take hold of it for thy Sou], 
and labour to renew your own part of it, to be faith- 
ful in the Covenant for ever, that you may feel your 
ſelf (weetly helped to be mindful 'of the Covenant, 
to be duely and ſutably affeCted with it, and may find 
the ſweet effe&s to your Soul of God remembring 
his Covenant for you in particular, and dealing with 
you according to the Royal purport of it, for the in- 


creaſe of your Grace' and Peace, and hope of Eter- 
nal Life. 
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